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	Easter Egg Drive – Help Spread the Joy!
[image: Easter Egg Drive]
We want to ensure that everyone has an egg-cellent Easter!
After the huge success of Basildon Council’s Christmas Gift Drive, we’re calling on the amazing Basildon borough community once again. We're launching the Easter Egg Drive to support residents who might need a helping hand – and a little extra spring in their step this Easter!
Councillor Gavin Callaghan the Leader of Basildon Council said, “I’m encouraging everyone—residents and businesses alike—to get involved and help make this Easter a little brighter for those who need it most"
Drop your donation to the Basildon Centre, St Martins Square, SS14 1DL by Monday 14 April. Opening Hours: Monday to Friday, 9am - 5pm.
For further information on how to donate or get involved get in contact by email giftdrive@basildon.gov.uk
Let’s come together and make this Easter special for those in need!
Small Business Networking
	Basildon Business Leaders, Metro Bank, and FSB work in partnership to deliver our monthly free to attend informal business networking event which is open to all business owners, entrepreneurs and professionals based across the South Essex region.
The next Basildon Business Leaders small business networking event is at Metro Bank in Basildon on Monday 14 March from 9:30am.
Select tickets


Funded digital tech adoption programme
Made Smarter is a government funded programme aimed at Industrial Digital Technology Adoption within SME Manufacturing businesses which has been running since 2019, and launched in East of England on Tuesday 1st April 2025. The programme offers:
1. Impartial, sector specific business growth advice
1. Specialist technology advice
1. Fully funded Leadership and Management training
1. Organisational Workforce Development training
1. Digital transformation and road-mapping
1. Grants up-to £20,000, 50% match
1. Internships – 75% funded for 6 week (matching now)
Register now
Struggling to attract new customers in B2B? 
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The key to success lies in understanding your target market and crafting tailored messaging. In Attract & Engage’s latest blog, they break down the 8 essential steps for businesses to effectively approach new customers, from identifying key stakeholders to creating a solid marketing plan. Ready to boost your customer acquisition strategy?
Read the full blog
The King’s Awards for Enterprise: How to win in 2026
Ambitious Essex is hosting a webinar where you will hear from past winners of the UK’s most prestigious business award who will share their experience of the application process, as well as touching on the tangible benefits to their business of winning a King's Award for Enterprise. The free webinar, open to all businesses in Greater Essex, is on Wednesday 30 April from 2pm to 3.30pm.
Sign up
Free recruitment opportunity at job fair
South Essex College is inviting employers to exhibit at a job fair in their Thurrock campus on Thursday 19 June, 10:00am-1:00pm. The event is open to the general public, not just the college’s adult skills learners, and there is no fee for a stall to promote your vacancies.
If your business would like to make use of this recruitment opportunity, please contact their Employability and Outcomes Manager at Clare.Pettini@southessex.ac.uk
Connect with motivated summer 2025 school leavers
	Essex County Council's apprenticeship programme, the Apprenticeship Hub, is a chance to connect with ambitious young talent ready to contribute to your business. The Hub is currently engaged with than 150 enthusiastic and driven summer 2025 school leavers who are actively seeking apprenticeship opportunities to kick-start their careers.
If you're a business looking to recruit apprentices or upskill your workforce, the free service of ECC’s Apprenticeship Hub can help you access funding opportunities, connect with training providers, promote your vacancies, and organise workplace visits. Contact the team directly via apprenticeship.hub@essex.gov.uk
More information


Connect with SEND talent
	Businesses aiming to be more inclusive and wanting to provide opportunities for young people with SEND, should contact the Bridge. Essex County Council's Targeted Employment team have created this free matching service to help employers identify and grow talent aligned to their business need by establishing connections and relationships with education providers.
The Bridge allows employers to make a career or employment pathway offer at a level they’re comfortable with; in return they will receive knowledge, training and support to become an inclusive organisation.
Connect with The Bridge


Greater Essex devolution consultation
The UK government has launched the Greater Essex devolution consultation which seeks views on a proposal to form a Mayoral Combined County Authority for the local government areas in Essex, Southend-on-Sea and Thurrock it will run until Sunday 13 April 2025.
The consultation invites those who live and work across Greater Essex to share their views on the proposed geography, the effect of establishing a Mayoral Combined County Authority in Greater Essex, and how the Mayoral Combined County Authority will make decisions.
Have your say
Commercial Properties in Basildon Borough
Are you looking to expand and grow in 2025? There are commercial agents with local opportunities available from hot desking to large scale commercial developments.
We are aware of the following which have commercial property opportunities locally:
1. Essex Offices
1. Glenny
1. Kemsley LLP
1. MJM Property Consultants
1. The Workspace Basildon
For any commercial property enquiries contact Businessassist@Basildon.gov.uk and we will sign post you. Please also get in contact if you are aware of any commercial property opportunities.
Stay in touch
For announcements, useful information and upcoming events follow us on social media:
Twitter: @BasforBusiness   Facebook: Basildon for Business 
LinkedIn: Basildon for Business
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